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President reiterates India's
commitment to Africa

President Pranab Mukherjee with President Alassane Ouattara of Côte d'Ivoire (Ivory
Coast) at the Presidential Palace at Abidjan. Also seen in picture is Union Minister Dr
Jitendra Singh.
 STATE TIMES NEWS

ABIDJAN: The first ever
visit to Abidjan City of Côte
d'Ivoire (Ivory Coast) underlining the importance that
India attaches to each of the
countries in African continent, was marked by
President
Pranab
Mukherjee's address at the
bilateral delegation level
talks between two countries
,where he reiterated India's
commitment to Africa and
called for increase in economic engagement between
the two countries.
The Indian Delegation
consisted of Union Minister
Dr Jitendra Singh, two
Members of Parliament and
senior officers of the
Ministry of External Affairs
while the other side was led
by President Alassane
Ouattara
and
senior
Ministers of the Republic of
Côte d'Ivoire.

Hanjura meets Union
Agriculture Minister
 STATE TIMES NEWS

NEW DELHI: Minister
for Agriculture, Ghulam
Nabi Lone Hanjura on
Wednesday called on the
Union
Minister
for
Agriculture,
Radha
Mohan Singh here and
discussed various agriculture related issues of the
State.
Hanjura
asked
for
extending various central
schemes of Agriculture
and Horticulture like
RKVY to the State, maintaining that these would
boost the sectors which
are mainstay of the
State's economy.
He also stressed for
release of subsidy for four
CA stores established
under Horticulture mission for North East and
Himalayan
State
(HMNEH).
The Union Minister was
also apprised that Low
Ceiling under MIDH for
the year 2016-17 is not
able to accommodate the
liabilities,
and
there
should be relaxation in
MIDH norms.
The
meeting
also
reviewed
the
timely
release of funds under
Prime
Minister's
Development Package for
Horticulture Sector.
For rejuvenation of
affected orchids and their
development
Hanjura
requested
preferential
duty to be levied on
import of walnut. Singh
assured Hanjura that he
would look into the issue
and redress it in a time
bound manner.

The hallmark of the meeting was signing of an MoU
to facilitate opening of Exim
Bank Office at Côte d'Ivoire
to promote trade, business
and investment between the
two countries.
President Mukherjee called
for reinforcement of regional
cooperation and providing
financial support at concessional rates through Exim
Bank. He also recalled that
during third Indo-African
Summit held in New Delhi in
October 2015, Government
of India had committed
USD 10 billion support to
Africa.
President also observed
that India's private sector is
ready to invest in Africa. He
said, the need of the hour is
not only availability of technology, but availability of
appropriate technology.
Mukherjee also emphasised
the importance of promoting

small and medium enterprises which are important for
the economic growth of
developing countries.
Later, at an official banquet hosted by President
Alassane Ouattara, Indian
President Pranab Mukherjee
was conferred the highest
national honour of the
Republic of Côte d'Ivoire.

