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Kathua case: Eight
lawyers named in FIR
 STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: Eight lawyers
have been identified and
named by the police in its
FIR filed last week against
a group of advocates who
allegedly tried to prevent
crime branch sleuths from
filing a charge sheet
against the accused in the
rape and murder of a girl in
Kathua district, an official
said.
The FIR was lodged
against dozens of lawyers
on April 10, a day
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Judge acquits Mecca
blast accused,
quits hours later
 AGENCY

HYDERABAD: A special
anti-terror court on Monday
acquitted Hindutva preacher
Swami Aseemanand and
four others in the Mecca
Masjid blast case, holding
that the prosecution failed to
prove "even a single allegation" against them.
Barely hours after pronouncing the judgement, in a
dramatic development, K
Ravinder Reddy, the special
judge for NIA cases, tendered his resignation,
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Kathua rape-cum-murder accused Jammu lawyers suspend
plead not guilty, demand narco test agitation, resume work
 STATE TIMES NEWS

KATHUA: The eight people
accused of raping and killing
an eight-year-old girl pleaded
not guilty and asked the
judge for a narco analysis
test as the trial into the case,
which has become the focal
point of outrage across the
country, began here on
Monday.
Seven of the eight accused
namely Deepak Khajuria
alias Deepu, son of Updesh
Khajuria,
resident
of
Dhamiyal,
Hiranagar,
Surinder Kumar, son of Sain
Das, resident of Satura,
Hiranagar, Parvesh Kumar
alias Mannu, son of Ashok
Kumar, resident of Village
Rasana, Hiranagar, Vishal
Jangotra alias Shamma, son
of Sanji Ram, resident of
Rasana, Hiranagar, Sanji
Ram, son of Des Raj, resident of Village Rasana,
Hiranagar, Tilak Raj, son of
Amir Chand, resident of
Dhamiyal, Hiranagar and
Anand Dutta, son of Shanti
Swaroop Dutta, resident of
Village Dharmal, PO Muthi,
District Jammu, were produced before District and

Madhu, daughter of Sanji Ram demanding CBI probe
outside the Kathua court complex on Monday
Sessions Judge Sanjay
Gupta, who asked the State
Crime Branch to give them
copies of the charge-sheet
and fixed April 28 as the next
date of hearing.
The eighth accused is a
juvenile who moved a bail
application before the chief
judicial magistrate. The matter was posted for April 26.
The accused were presented before the court which was
packed with lawyers and
heavy posse of policemen.
The child from a minority
nomadic community was
allegedly held in captivity in
a small village temple in

Kathua district for a week in
January this year during
which she was kept sedated
and sexually assaulted before
being bludgeoned to death.
According
to
the
chargesheets filed by the
Crime Branch, the abduction, rape and killing of the
girl was part of a carefully
planned strategy to remove
the nomadic community
from the area. A separate
chargesheet was filed for the
juvenile.
The counsel for the accused
demanded a copy of the
chargesheet filed by the
Crime Branch on April 9

before the chief judicial magistrate.
Later talking to reporters,
Ankur Sharma, counsel for
accused Sanji Ram, his son
and others, said that the
lawyers raised the issue with
the judge for providing copies
of charge sheets.
Another lawyer A K
Sawhney, who is pleading the
case of police constable Tilak
Raj for destruction of evidence, said that while the
chief minister was talking
about fast-track trial, challan
copies had not been provided
to them till today.
Sanji Ram, the caretaker of
the 'devisthan' (temple) in
the village in Kathua, about
90 km from Jammu, is listed
as the main conspirator
behind the crime, told the
judge that they wanted narco
analysis test and were ready
for it.
In a narco analysis test, the
subject is injected with sodium pentothal or sodium amytal. The dose is dependent on
the person's sex, age, health
and physical condition. It
does not have any legal
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 STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: The Jammu High
Court Bar Association
(JHCBA)
on
Monday
resumed work after staying
away from courts for 12 days
in support of various
demands including handing
over the Kathua rape and
murder case to CBI and
deportation of illegally settled Rohingyas.
The decision to resume
work was taken at a general
house meeting of the
JHCBA held under the
chairmanship of its president
B S Slathia here.
The general house decided
to temporarily suspend the
agitation, responding to the
appeal of Bar Council of
India (BCI), and the
Supreme Court taking cognisance of the issue (Kathua
rape and murder case),
Slathia said.
The JHCBA went on a
four-day strike initially on
April 4 in support of four
demands, which included
clarity from the government
on tribal affairs and district
status to Nowshera sub-division in Rajouri district. It

Guv accepts resignations Kathua case: SC seeks J&K Govt’s reply by Apr 27
of two BJP ministers
 AGENCY

 STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: Governor N.N
Vohra on Monday accepted
the resignations of the two
BJP ministers, who had participated in a rally in support
of the people arrested in connection with the rape-andmurder of an eight-year-old
girl in Kathua district.
A Raj Bhavan communication said the Governor, on the
advice of Chief Minister
Mehbooba Mufti, accepted
the resignations of Forest
Minister Lal Singh and
Industries Minister Chander
Prakash Ganga.

Army porter killed
in Pak firing in Uri
 STATE TIMES NEWS

SRINAGAR: An Army
porter was on Monday killed
in firing by Pakistani troops
along the Line of Control
(LoC) in Uri sector of
Jammu and Kashmir.
Khursheed Ahmad (37),
working as porter with the
Army, was killed in firing by
Pakistani
troops
near
Chaukas in Uri this morning, an Army official said.
The deceased received bullet injury in neck and splinters in both legs and died
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Mehbooba, who received
the resignations of the two
ministers from State BJP
Chief Sat Sharma yesterday,
had immediately accepted
and forwarded the same to
the Governor for completing
the procedural formalities.
With these resignations,
the number of ministers in
the State Government has
come down to 22, including
nine from the BJP.
There are three vacancies
in the Council of Ministers as
the PDP had last month
removed its Finance Minister
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NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court on
Monday directed the Jammu and
Kashmir government to provide security
to the family of the eight-year-old
Kathua gangrape and murder victim,
their lawyer and a family friend assisting them in prosecuting the case.
The apex court also took note of a plea
of the victim's father seeking transfer of
the trial of the case from Kathua,
preferably to Chandigarh and sought
response of the state government.
During the hearing, the victim's father
expressed satisfaction with the probe so
far, conducted by Jammu and Kashmir
Police and opposed the plea for CBI
investigation demanded by others.
"Be that as it may, we do not intend to
enter into this sphere (transfer of case

to CBI) at this stage," a bench comprising Chief Justice Dipak Misra and justices A M Khanwilkar and D Y

Terror funding case: Delhi HC seeks NIA
reply on bail plea of Salahuddin’s son
 AGENCY

NEW DELHI: The Delhi
High Court on Monday
sought response of the NIA
on a plea by Syed Shahid
Yousuf, son of Hizb-ulMujahideen founder and
internationally-wanted terrorist Syed Salahuddin, seeking bail in a terror funding
case.
A bench of justices S
Muralidhar and I S Mehta
issued notice to the National
Investigation Agency on the

plea challenging a trial court
order denying bail to Yousuf.
42-year-old Yousuf was
posted as agricultural assistant in Budgam of central
Kashmir when he was arrested by the NIA on October 24
last year. He is in judicial
custody and his bail plea was
dismissed by the trial court
here on March 7.
He had sought bail saying
that he was not required further by the investing agency
and no purpose will be served

Chandrachud said, while taking note of
the submission that the victim's father
was satisfied with the police probe so far.
The bench also took note of the apprehension with regard to the security and
asked the state to provide adequate
security personnel, in plain clothes to
the victim's family, their counsel and
family friend Talib Hussain.
"As an interim measure, it is directed
that the Jammu and Kashmir Police to
beef up the security and provide adequate security personnel to the family,
their and family friend Talid Hussain,"
the bench said.
It also sought response of the state
government by April 27, the next date of
hearing, to the specific prayer that the
trial in the case be transferred out of
Kathua court to
 CONTD ON PAGE 9

Juvenile apprehended
in minor’s rape bid
 STATE TIMES NEWS

by keeping him in custody.
The NIA had earlier
alleged that the accused had
links with proscribed terrorist organisations like Hizbul-Mujahideen.
It had said that the case
was registered on the basis of
information regarding funds
from Pakistan being sent to
Jammu
and
Kashmir
through hawala channels via
Delhi to spread terrorism.
The NIA had in 2011

JAMMU: A juvenile, who
attempted to rape a fouryear-old girl, was apprehended on Monday in Udhampur
district, police said.
The boy, a student of Class
9, had gone into hiding on
Saturday after his attempt
to rape the minor at her
rented house was foiled by
neighbours, a police official
said.
He had gone to deliver milk
to the family and finding the
girl alone tried to rape
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Narco test offer by Rassana rape accused unnerves
Crime Branch, biased media
O

pening trial
of the sensational but controversial Rassana
rape and murder
case
has
unnerved
the
BLUNT BUTCHER Crime Branch of
Jammu Kashmir Police and biased
Indian media. The 'not-guilty statement' of all the accused with offer of
their Narco test raises questions
whether the innocent girl will ever get
justice in her grave. This may perhaps be the first such instance where
the accused volunteered to the test,
which, if granted, will have significant bearing on the case.
The protagonists of 'Justice for the
victim' might have succeeded in giving communal colour to the unfortunate incident by dragging 'temple'
angle, maligning Hindus of the entire
Jammu region in general and
Kathua district in particular and tarnishing the image of most thronged
pilgrim destination of north India in
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the country and abroad but haven't
they distanced justice from the poor
Gujjar girl.
In the backdrop of politicisation
and communalisation of the gory
incident, apprehensions are gaining
ground that the real culprit(s) might
get noose around their neck(s) loosened. Who will be responsible for
such an injustice with the innocent
angel-politicians, separatists, Crime
Branch sleuths or motivated anchors
of highly biased television channels?
So far as the arrest of eight accused
in the case is concerned, the PDP led
BJP partnered dispensations has
reason to feel relieved for saving their
alliance at nominal cost of sacrificing
ministers, Lal Singh and Chander
Prakash Ganga. The scenario is
equally good for Syed Ali Shah
Geelani led separatists, who opposed
CBI probe and discovered their love
lost for Jammu and Kashmir Police
and its Crime Branch. It is also winwin situation for the so-called
Kashmir mainstream, a section of

which had nullified the SIT investigations into Shopian case and sought
CBI probe. It is good for those also
who wanted India to sweat by getting
the issue globalised. That happened!
United Nations took cognisance.
Now, the Rassana village in Kathua
district is new and premier destination for a section of jingoistic media,
motivated activists, pseudo seculars
and even the nationalistic BJP that
has issued a 'satisfactory' certificate
to the Crime Branch of Jammu and
Kashmir Police for cracking the case
in jet-speed. Ironically, the same
police failed in tracing the girl alive
for seven days of her disappearance
but took just 15 days in cross-examining the entire population to 'dig out
the truth', which they say is substantiated by 130 persons, who would be
the prosecution witnesses.
What an irony! After the accomplishment of 'Mission Malign
Jammu', Chief Minister Mehbooba
Mufti's claim of getting the case fasttracked to deliver exemplary punish-

ment to guilty, fell flat on the first
day of the trial when the prosecution
failed to provide about 480 page
charge-sheet to the accused. Can the
government, which showed nonchalant attitude in making available the
copies of charge-sheet, be serious in
having the culprits of heinous crime
punished, least to say 'hanged'?
The incident of rape, which
remained dormant and confined to
parts of Kathua district for most of
the past three months blasted
abruptly pre-and-post arrests of the
accused. In between, a very serious
development took place, which fell
silent in the din of cries against
'Hindu rapists' and it related with
encroachment of state and forest
lands, allegedly by Gujjars. This
development was the one of the fundamental issues raised by Jammu
Bar Association that related to withdrawal of the controversial 14th
February minutes of Tribal Affairs
Department meeting, chaired by
Chief
 CONTD ON PAGE 9

later extended the strike till
April 17.
The JHCBA also sponsored a general strike in
Jammu on April 11 but faced
severe criticism from various
quarters.
Slathia, however, said the
bar would continue its agitation over only two issues
deportation of Rohingyas
and clarity on tribal affairs.
We will continue our agitation on two issues. We have
only changed the mode of the
agitation. We will continue
our professional duties but
simultaneously hold Dharnas
(sit-ins) and candle marches
to make people aware about
our demands to ensure early
deportation of Rohingyas, he
said.
Slathia also criticized the
role of the national media in
portraying the agitation in
favour of the accused in the
Rassana rape and murder
case. He declared that the
Jammu region is facing a
serious existential crisis
which is under a threat of
demographic change for
which not only the members
of the Association but all the

JAMMU: Welcoming the
Army Chief General Bipin
Rawat's statement that gun
was not a solution and neither the Army nor the terrorists would achieve their goals
through it in Kashmir, the
State
Government
on
Monday said this is the pertinent expression of the overwhelming sentiment in
Jammu and Kashmir.
"It is a welcome announcement coinciding with a similar assertion made by
General Rawat's Pakistani
counterpart, General Qamar
Javed Bajwa, and it is some-
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Missing army man
Idrees joins terrorists
Cop among two injured in terrorists' firing
 STATE TIMES NEWS

SRINAGAR: An army man,
who has been missing since
Saturday, is believed to have
joined terror group Hizbul
Mujahideen, along with two
others, in Shopian district of
South Kashmir, police said
here on Monday.
Sepoy Mir Idrees Sultan, a
resident of a village in
Shopian, was posted with the
12 Jammu and Kashmir
Light Infantry (JAKLI) at
Katihar in Bihar and was
scheduled to shift to
Jharkhand.

Govt welcomes Army
Chief ’s statement
 STATE TIMES NEWS

Civil Society have to be united in this behalf. He further
highlighted many other
issues which are a challenge
to the society of Jammu
which has always been secular, nationalist and patriotic.
Sunil
Sethi,
Senior
Advocate and K.S Johal
Senior
Advocates
and
Rajinder Jamwal Advocate
also shared their valuable
views.
Sachin
Gupta,
Vice
President, Prem Sadotra,
General
Secretary,
Himanshu Sharma, Joint
Secretary, Chetan Misri,
Treasurer, Daljeet Singh
Manhas, President Young
Lawyers Association, Vice
President Pardeep Majotra,
Surinder Kour, Gagan
Basotra, Rahul Pant, Usman
Salaria, Radha Sharma,
Pawan Mani, Ravinder
Sharma, C.M Sharma,
Meenu Koul, D.S Chouhan,
Ajay Sharma, J.P Nanda,
Sumeshwar Kohli, Rajinder
Singh Jamwal, Rajesh
Jaitley, Vikram Sharma,
Baldev Singh (Senior), B.K
Bhat, Arvind Khajuria,

He had arrived at his
native village on April 12 and
had been missing since
Saturday night, police officials said.
His father, Mohammed
Sultan Mir, approached the
police station this morning
and reported that his son had
been missing.
The police officials said
that he had joined the terror
group, along with two other
local youths. Officially, however, there was no confirmation and police had
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Mughal Road closed
after snowfall
 STATE TIMES NEWS

thing the people of J&K,
entangled in blood-spattered
violence, have been longing
for years," Minister for
Works and the State
Government
spokesman
Naeem Akhtar said.
Akhtar said it has been the
present
Coalition
Government's
persistent
endeavour right from the
beginning to see that the people of the state are pulled out
of the quagmire of death and
destruction. "It is now for all
the stakeholders, even those
with differing political ideologies, to join this new

JAMMU: The Mughal Road,
connecting the twin districts
of Poonch and Rajouri in
Jammu region with South
Kashmir's Shopian district,
was closed for vehicular traffic on Monday after snowfall
in the high altitude areas
including Pir Ki Gali, a traffic police official said.
The Mughal Road was
opened for one-way traffic on
March 31 after remaining
closed for over four months
during the winter but
inclement weather last week
again forced its brief closure
and saw a rescue operation
jointly carried out by
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